
Hi! 
  
Here's what's included in our newsletter this week: 

1.       CALS Workshop: Hear from Professors 
2.       Present your poster at #SpreadingFacts conference  
3.       Present your research at the National Collegiate Research Conference 
4.       Become an Ambassador for the OUR 
5.       Help us raise money to send students to NCUR 2020 
6.       Undergraduate Research Excellence Program at VT 
7.       VP for Finance Rotational Internship Program 

  
  

  
1. CALS Workshop: Hear from Professors 
  
Interested in CALS research? Not sure how to connect with professors? Come to the next CALS Academic 
Programs Workshop entitled "CALS Undergraduate Research: Hear from the Professors!" on Tuesday, 
November 5, 6-7:15pm in Fralin Hall Auditorium. A panel of professors who work with undergraduate 
researchers will discuss their research, their experiences mentoring undergraduate researchers, and 
answer questions. Following the panel students will have an opportunity to network with professors, 
CALS ambassadors, and the Office of Undergraduate Research. 
  
Reserve your spot by Wednesday, October 30: https://forms.gle/5AYTc1S2zkcWSj529 
  
  
  
2. Present your poster at #SpreadingFacts conference  
 
 
Are you working on innovative technologies to improve science communication, science policy, and/or 
public understanding of science? Submit your work to the #SpreadingFacts interactive poster session for 
a chance to demo in front of science communication leaders from top institutions, publications, and 
societies at the #SpreadingFacts conference on December 3, 2019 at MIT in Cambridge, MA.  
  
Advances in science and technology are our strongest ammunition in facing urgent global challenges. 
But in order to create needed political and behavioral change, research must be communicated in a way 
that increases public understanding and moves people and institutions to action. We’re looking for 
students, researchers, and organizations working on applying technology, broadly defined, to the 
problem of science communication in innovative ways.  
  
Learn more and register and/or submit a poster here: https://spreadingfacts.pubpub.org/poster-session 
  
Poster submission deadline is November 3, 2019 at 11:59pm EST 
  
  
  
3. Present your research at the National Collegiate Research Conference 
  



Present your research at the National Collegiate Research Conference (NCRC) held at Harvard University 
on January 24-26, 2020. NCRC is a large-scale, multidisciplinary forum held annually at Harvard 
University, where the most accomplished undergraduate students from across the United States and 
internationally convene each year to share their research in the humanities, social sciences, and natural 
sciences.  The core vision behind our conference is to provide student researchers with the opportunity 
to hear from the world’s leading authorities in academia, policy, and industry, as well as to foster 
important exchanges and dialogue between students. Last year, after being selected through a 
competitive application process, over 200 participants from nearly 75 universities across America and 
abroad attended our conference. Through NCRC, we hope to expand the perspective of undergraduate 
researchers through offering exposure to diverse fields and to facilitate the discourse on collaboration, 
leadership, and social impact in research that we believe will be invaluable in future pursuits.  
  
In the last five years, we have been honored to host speakers including Marcia K. McNutt (President of 
the National Academy of Sciences and former Editor-in-Chief of Science), Jeffrey D. Sachs (American 
economist and Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia), Harold Varmus (former director of NIH and 
Nobel Prize Laureate), Gina McCarthy (former Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency), 
Stephen Wolfram (founder and CEO of Wolfram Research), Vivek Murthy (Former Surgeon General) as 
well as many other notable individuals in academia, policy, and industry. We are anticipating expanding 
the reach of NCRC to even greater heights for our upcoming 2020 conference. 
  
VT students are being invited to attend this conference. The application deadline for general 
applications is December 1st, 2019 (11:59PM EST). You can find the application and further information 
on the conference website http://ncrc.hcura.org/.    
  
  
  
4. Become and Ambassador for the OUR 
  
Do you have a passion for undergraduate research? Want to share your insights and experience with 
other students? The Office of Undergraduate Research (OUR) is now accepting applications for its 
Ambassador program. This program will help to build student leadership skills and their resumes, while 
providing crucial service to the OUR. The OUR ambassadors are the "face" of the office, disseminating 
information about undergraduate research and facilitating key services offered by the office. Students 
will get a unique networking experience, interacting with faculty, administrators, and prospective 
research students.    
  
Ideal candidates will have had undergraduate research experience in any discipline and must be reliable, 
organized, personable, respectful, and exhibit excellent communication skills. OUR Ambassadors will be 
required to host office hours, conduct information sessions or other presentations and help at OUR 
events, in addition to the annual spring research symposium. Anticipated time commitment is 2-5 hours 
per week. This is a voluntary program; there is no financial compensation. We will not consider seniors 
during this recruitment cycle. We are looking for ambassador representation from all colleges. Students 
from non-STEM fields are particularly encouraged to apply. Up to ten (10) ambassadors may be selected 
for the spring program. 
  
If you are interested in applying to become an OUR ambassador, please complete the online application 
form. 
  



The application deadline is November 13 at noon. Please direct any questions to Keri Swaby, Director 
for Undergraduate Research (kswaby@vt.edu). 
  
  
  
5. Help us raise money to send students to NCUR 2020 
  
Last year, seven Hokies presented their research at Kennesaw State University during the National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR), the largest conference on undergraduate research in 
the country. NCUR allowed these students to network with professionals and like-minded students from 
across the nation (http://www.cur.org/what/events/students/ncur/2020/). 
  
This year, NCUR is taking place at Montana State University, with an anticipated price tag of $1,100 per 
student! The Office of Undergraduate Research (OUR) believes that every student should have the 
opportunity to present their research without worrying about the price so we have set up a JUMP 
campaign page to crowdfund. We are seeking your assistance, as a Virginia Tech student engaged or 
interested in research, to help spread the wordabout the JUMP campaign through your networks. 
  
Here is a link to the crowdfunding page:https://crowdfund.vt.edu/VTatNCUR. No donation is too small… 
every dollar helps! And every donation is tax-deductible. Please share this request with your friends, 
families, and networks at large! Thank you for your help!! 
  
  
  
6. Undergraduate Research Excellence Program at VT 
  
Did you know that you can earn a graduation cord for engaging in undergraduate research???? 
Launched in spring 2018, the Undergraduate Research Excellence program (UREP) recognizes students 
for holistic engagement in undergraduate research. The program is open to any student, from any 
major, at any time in their academic career. This multi-tiered program allows students to track their 
journey through undergraduate research and receive recognition at graduation with a specially designed 
cord! Students can join the program at any time: https://tinyurl.com/vturep.  More information about 
the program is available atwww.research.undergraduate.vt.edu/urep. The completion deadline for 
students graduating this Fall is December 9 at 9am. 
  
  
  
7. VP for Finance Rotational Internship Program 
  
The Vice President for Finance established the Rotational Internship and Fellowship Programs in 2016 in 
order to increase the employment of talented individuals from diverse backgrounds, two of the 
signature InclusiveVT initiatives. 
  
The Vice President for Finance Rotational Internship Program is a 12-week, paid summer internship that 
offers undergraduate students a hands-on learning experience across departments. Interns typically 
select three areas with the VP for Finance reporting units and work for a four-week period in each of the 
selected areas. This program is targeted to rising juniors and seniors from all majors and fields of study.  
  



Upon completion of the program, interns have a greater understanding of the “behind-the-scenes” 
processes used in university finance and higher education administration. Interns are also encouraged to 
pursue the department's Rotational Fellowship Program, or consider other positions in higher education 
at Virginia Tech upon graduation. Applications for Summer 2020 are open now through December 14. 
  
Their website has terrific additional information, including a flyer about the program, a video of previous 
interns talking about their experiences, and links to the application form.  Applicants who would like 
more information can also reach the Office of the Vice President for Finance at vpfinfo@vt.edu. 
  
  
  
Have a great week! 
Best, 
Keri 
  
  
Keri Swaby 
Director for Undergraduate Research 
Virginia Tech 
800 Drillfield Drive 
104L Burruss Hall (MC 0717) 
Blacksburg VA 24061 
Ph: 540-231-7737 
www.research.undergraduate.vt.edu 
  
--		
You	received	this	message	because	you	are	subscribed	to	the	Google	Groups	
"undergraduateresearch-g@vt.edu"	group.	
To	unsubscribe	from	this	group	and	stop	receiving	emails	from	it,	send	an	email	
to	undergraduateresearch-g+unsubscribe@vt.edu. 
 


