
Hi! 
  
This will be the final weekly newsletter from the Office of Undergraduate Research this semester. We 
wish you all a restful and happy holiday season and look forward to working with you in the New Year. 
Here's what's included in our newsletter this week: 
  

1.       OUR Ambassador Office Hours 
2.       2019-20 Global Change Center Undergraduate Research Grants 
3.       Summer Research Opportunities 

a.       Translational Obesity Undergraduate Research Scholars Program 
b.       Fralin Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program 
c.       National Institute of Standards and Technology Summer Undergraduate Research 

Fellowship Program 
d.       Pathways to Science Summer Research Listings 

4.       Present Your Research and Creative Scholarship  
a.       The Mid-Atlantic Undergraduate Research Conference 
b.       ACC Meeting of the Minds 
c.       VT's Annual Research Conference 

5.       Recognize your outstanding research mentor  
6.       COMMON GROUND - Interfaith Leadership Program - Spring 2020 
7.       New major in Cybersecurity 

  
  
1. OUR Ambassador Office Hours 
  
OUR Ambassador drop-in office hours are done for this semester. Office hours will resume in January 
with classes. The schedule will be announced before the start of the semester and posted on 
theAmbassador webpage.  If you have questions, you can still reach out to an ambassador directly but 
please note that they will be on holiday too so will not be responding over the winter break. You can 
always find resources and answers to most questions on our website. 
  
  
2. 2019-20 Global Change Center Undergraduate Research Grants  

  
The Global Change Center at Virginia Tech, with support from the Fralin Life Sciences Institute, is proud 
to sponsor undergraduate students and their research projects that align with our mission for advancing 
collaborative, interdisciplinary approaches to address critical global changes impacting the environment 
and society. 
  
Projects that addresses basic and/or applied aspects of global change science, engineering, social 
science and the humanities are applicable for this funding opportunity, and proposals must 
include strong endorsement by a GCC-affiliated faculty member. 
  
Award requests can range from $250 - $1,000. 
  
Application deadline is December 19, 2019. More information and application materials can be found 
online at: https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/undergraduate-research-grants/.  



  
  
  
3. Summer Research Opportunities  
  
There are many summer research opportunities available at VT and across the country in every 
conceivable field. Many are competitive, paid, and full-time (basically a research internship), with 
deadlines in early Spring. Visit OUR Research Opportunities page to learn more and connect to several 
great programs. Here are a few to get you started… 
  
(a) Translational Obesity Undergraduate Research Scholars Program 
  
TOUR-Scholars are matched with a faculty mentor working across the obesity translational spectrum. 
Ten undergraduate students from departments across Virginia Tech, including at least one student from 
an accredited institution outside of the university, will be chosen to participate. 
  
Highlights of being a TOUR-Scholar: 
• Receive a $5250 stipend for the 10-week summer program 
• Guided trips to NIDDK, National Library of Medicine, and industry/clinical tours 
• A mini-grant for research funding 
• Professional development and group cohesion 
• Presenting at Virginia Tech’s annual Summer Undergraduate Research Symposium 
  
More information and application form available online.  
  
Application deadline: December 20 
  
  
(b) Fralin Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program 

The Fralin Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship program (SURF) is a 10-week training program 
designed to give motivated Virginia Tech undergraduates the opportunity to engage in full-time (~40 
hrs/week) research and related professional development activities that mirror graduate training. 

The goal is to offer students experiences that will help them determine if they want to pursue a career in 
research while they develop skills for graduate school. The program includes weekly research and 
professional development seminars, periodic social events, and a final symposium during which students 
will present their research. 15 students will be selected to participate in the training program during 
summer 2020 and receive a $4000 stipend. Only open to Virginia Tech students. Learn more and 
apply here. Please note that you must secure a VT faculty research mentor before you 
apply. Application deadline: February 24, 2020 at noon. 

  
(c)  National Institute of Standards and Technology Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship 
Program 

Interested in gaining valuable, hands-on experience, working with cutting edge technology in one of the 
world’s leading research organizations? Want to advance measurement science, standards, and 



technology in ways that enhance economic security and improve our quality of life? Would you like to 
learn about a career in public service? The Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) Program 
at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is designed to inspire undergraduate 
students to pursue careers in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) through a 
unique research experience that supports the NIST mission. Since 1993, SURF students from across the 
country have had the opportunity to gain valuable, hands-on experience, working with cutting edge 
technology in one of the world's leading research organizations and home to three Nobel Prize winners. 

Over the course of 11 weeks, SURF students contribute to the ongoing research of one of the six NIST 
facilities which are the Communications Technology Laboratory (CTL), Engineering Laboratory (EL), 
Information Technology Laboratory (ITL), Material Measurement Laboratory (MML), NIST Center for 
Neutron Research (NCNR), and Physical Measurement Laboratory (PML) (which now includes project in 
the Center for Nanoscale Science and Technology), located at the Boulder, CO and Gaithersburg, MD 
locations.   

Learn more about the NIST SURF program here. You are invited to apply for a Summer Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship in Boulder, CO or Gaithersburg, MD. The application deadline is February 3, 2020 or 
when the application limit is reached (the limit varies by location and may be sooner than the closing 
date). Apply today through USAJOBS (search “SURF Program at Boulder” and/or "SURF Program at 
Gaithersburg"). 

Note:  Only U.S. citizens are eligible to participate in the SURF Program.  

  
(d) Pathways to Science Summer Research Listings  
The Institute for Broadening Participation (IBP) is advertising many paid summer research programs, 
with approaching deadlines. Most programs offer both a stipend and housing and travel support. 
Programs range across all STEM disciplines and all areas of the country! 

• 570+ programs for undergraduates  
• 60+ programs for graduate students 
• Use our advanced search page to filter programs by multiple criteria 
• Contact us with your level of study and disciplinary interests for help finding a 

program: ldetrick@ibparticipation.org 
  
  
  
4. Present Your Research and Creative Scholarship 
  
Presenting your research and creative scholarship is an important part of the research cycle, when you 
get to share and defend your great work. There are lots of opportunities available to you, locally, 
nationally, and internationally at both discipline-specific and undergraduate conferences. Learn 
more here. Here are a few upcoming opportunities to highlight: 
  
  
(a) The Mid-Atlantic Undergraduate Research Conference 
  
Are you involved research and looking for an opportunity to showcase your skills? Do you want to learn 
more from professionals in your discipline? Would you like the opportunity to meet students from 



across the United States in varying STEM fields? If you answered yes to any of the above questions, you 
should apply to the Mid-Atlantic Undergraduate Research Conference (MAURC) at Virginia Tech. This 
conference is a unique opportunity for undergraduates to come together with professionals from 
varying scientific fields and share their passion for research. Our team created this conference because 
we believe in encouraging the collaboration of knowledge in order to facilitate advancement within 
areas of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.  
MAURC is a two day event, March 28-29th, which will include panel sessions, student oral and poster 
presentations, and catered meals. You can also look forward to hearing from two phenomenal keynote 
speakers: Dr. Anthony Leggett is a physics professor at the University of Illinois, and was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Physics in 2003, and Dr. Arnold Caplan is director of the Skeletal Research Center at Case 
Western Reserve University and is known as a pioneer in mesenchymal stem cell research.   
The deadline to apply to participate is December 31st and can be found through the 
link: https://tinyurl.com/MAURC2020Application. For more information, please visit our website, 
facebook page “STEM Research Conference Commission” or email us atsrccvirginiatech@gmail.com. 
  
  
(b) ACC Meeting of the Minds 
  
The 15th annual ACC Meeting of the Minds Conference will be held on March 20-22, 2020 at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This conference, funded in-part by football championship 
dollars, focuses on excellence in undergraduate research and creative scholarship at the 15 ACC member 
schools and represents the power and synergy that can exist between athletics and academics. 
  
This year, each ACC school will select five exceptional representatives from diverse research areas to 
attend the ACC MOM conference. Successful applicants receive full support for travel and 
accommodations. Interested? Learn more about the application process and apply to present here. The 
application deadline is January 29, 2020 at noon. Please note that this conference only allows one 
student presenter per project. 
If you have questions, please contact Keri Swaby (email: kswaby@vt.edu). 
  
  
(c) VT's Annual Research Conference 
  
The annual Dennis Dean Undergraduate Research and Creative Scholarship conference will take place 
throughout the day on Friday, April 24 in the Newman Library. This free conference is designed to be an 
accessible and open opportunity for students to present and share their work with peers and the VT 
Community at large. Presentation formats will include printed posters, interactive digital posters 
(primary geared towards digital humanities), orals, performances, and installations. More information 
about the conference, including a student registration link is available online. The registration deadline 
is April 8, 2020 at noon. 
  
  
  
5. Recognize your outstanding research mentor  
  
The Office of Undergraduate Research acknowledges the hard work, time, dedication, and guidance 
research mentors provide to undergraduate students, which often goes unrecognized. Current 
undergraduate students are asked to nominate one Virginia Tech faculty or graduate student research 



mentor from any discipline for the award of Outstanding Undergraduate Research Faculty Mentor. 
Nominations will be accepted through an online formuntil March 2, 2020 at 5:00pm. Nominations may 
be made anonymously. More information about the program and nomination requirements are 
available online. 
 
 
  
  
6. COMMON GROUND - Interfaith Leadership Program - Spring 2020 
  
Application open to undergraduate and graduate students 
Interfaith leaders work to promote constructive dialogue and build relationships among people from 
diverse religious, spiritual, and secular worldviews. They also engage people across lines of difference in 
social action for the common good. Apply to be an Interfaith Leader at Virginia Tech! 

o Preparatory Sessions: Wednesdays Feb 19, Feb 26, Mar 18, Mar 25 - 5:30 to 7 pm 
o Retreat off-site (trip) - Friday March 27 at noon to Sunday March 29 at 2pm 
o Work sessions around Interfaith Service Project: Wednesdays Apr 1, Apr 8, Apr 15, Apr 

22 - 5:30 to 7 pm 
Deadline for applications: 20 December, 2019 
Apply at tinyurl.com/commongroundVT 
Learn more about the Interfaith Program at Virginia Tech at blogs.lt.vt.edu/interfaithprogram 
Hear about what inspires student interfaith leaders in universities around the country 
at youtu.be/NCJsNazfYdk 
Share this opportunity using the link:  blogs.lt.vt.edu/interfaithprogram/commonground 
Questions? Contact Najla Mouchrek at the Dean of Students Office (najlamk@vt.edu) 
  
  
  
7. New major in Cybersecurity 
  
Are you interested in a career in Cybersecurity?? 
BIT-Cyber is a new major option available to all students graduating 2021 and later!! 
Visit our site for more information. 
Change of major is open now through Jan 5 and again May 4-17! 
  
  
Have a great week! And happy holidays!! 
  
Best, 
Keri 
  
  
Keri Swaby 
Director for Undergraduate Research 
Virginia Tech 
800 Drillfield Drive 
104L Burruss Hall (MC 0717) 
Blacksburg VA 24061 



Ph: 540-231-7737 
www.research.undergraduate.vt.edu 
  
--		
You	received	this	message	because	you	are	subscribed	to	the	Google	Groups	
"undergraduateresearch-g@vt.edu"	group.	
To	unsubscribe	from	this	group	and	stop	receiving	emails	from	it,	send	an	email	
to	undergraduateresearch-g+unsubscribe@vt.edu. 
 


