
Hi! 
  
I know you all have questions and concerns, so will endeavor to provide you with accurate and current 
information as it becomes available. Your health and safety, and that of our university community, are 
paramount, so all actions will be taken in an effort to ensure this.  
  
Get the latest university information on the COVID-19 webpage. And get Student Tips for Academic 
Success in an Online Environment. 
  
Here's what's included in this week's abbreviated newsletter: 
  

1.       OUR Operations 
2.       Undergraduate Research at VT 
3.       Student Travel Grants 
4.       VT's Annual Research Conference 
5.       Summer research programs 

  
  
1. OUR Operations 
  
As the university has shifted to on-line instruction, the Office of Undergraduate Research will no longer 
host any in-person meetings or events. Drop-in Ambassador Office hours are cancelled for the rest of 
this semester, however Ambassadors are still available to help you virtually, via email. Visit the 
Ambassador webpage for more information. You can also email OUR staff at any 
time: undergraduateresearch@vt.edu. 
  
  
  
2. Undergraduate Research at VT 
  
If you are currently engaged in an undergraduate research project, please check with your research 
mentor on the status of your project. Since the university has restricted student presence on campus, it 
is likely that in-person research projects will be suspended for the remainder of this semester. 
Departments and Colleges are actively exploring options and alternatives so stay tuned for updates in 
the coming week(s). Please be patient as this is all new to us and is an evolving situation. Check OUR 
website for research related updates, which will be posted as they become available. 
  
  
  
3. Student Travel Grants 
  
The Office of Undergraduate Research will try to honor its travel grant commitments (as allowable by 
state and university policies ) for cases where the conference may have been cancelled. Students who 
were awarded travel grants should submit all relevant reimbursement documentation to Nicole Easton 
(email: nicoleje@vt.edu) in accordance with award instructions. 

  
The University is advising students to first seek a refund of travel expenses (flights, registration, etc) on 
their own: 



·         Flights- work with the airline directly to refund or reschedule your flights (for another 
conference or a personal trip). 

·         Conference registration- contact the conference registration committee to seek a refund. 
·         Hotel- cancel your reservation as soon as possible to have the best chance of getting a full 

refund. 
  

If you are unable to get a refund of any of these expenses, document this and send Nicole all 
documentation that a refund is not possible. 
  
We will review and process all requests on a case by case basis. 
  
  
  
4. VT's Annual Research Conference 
  
The annual Dennis Dean Undergraduate Research and Creative Scholarship conference scheduled for 
April 24 is moving to a virtual format! We are currently working out the details and will provide them as 
they become available. Please continue to register and submit your abstracts online. Updates and 
information will be posted on the conference website. 
  
  
  
5. Summer research programs 
  
We are still hoping to offer a vibrant and exciting summer research experience on campus this year but 
we are cautiously monitoring the fluid situation and will made adjustments as needed. Please 
check OUR website regularly for the status of undergraduate research at VT. And check your individual 
program webpages or Directors for the most up to date information on any individual program. 
  
  
Stay well! 
  
Best, 
Keri 
  
  
Keri Swaby 
Director for Undergraduate Research 
Virginia Tech 
800 Drillfield Drive 
104L Burruss Hall (MC 0717) 
Blacksburg VA 24061 
Ph: 540-231-7737 
www.research.undergraduate.vt.edu 
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